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terprise. Sewall's portrait shows the Saxon type.
London has for long been the heart of England;
but, in general, movements in English religion or
politics have originated towards the North. In this
South Land,,so conservative of ancient habits, when
Sewall was born, the civilization was narrow, rustic
more than a trifle coarse, but also hearty, pictu-
resque, and vivid, as out of warm Southron blood. It
would surprise many a demure and proper family of
our date if they could only know how their English
ancestors fared three hundred years ago across seas.
Women scolds (and they were plenty) were then
ducked, although Lord Holt gravely said of one such
brought before his court, that if they ducked her she
would be sure to scold on to her life's end. Women
were employed to whip petty criminals in public;
and a good wife, as late as 1718, earned her shilling
this way. The drunkard's cloak, for punishment, was
a cask with a hole in the top for his head and a hole
each side for his arms. Apprentices, for the first
seven years, were forbid to keep fighting-cocks or
hunting-dogs. Cock-fighting was a school exercise,
and the cost put in the term bills. A common vil-
lage house was made of oak beams, with the inter-
stices on the outside filled up with mortar; a deep
ground cellar, entered by a flight of steps that
trenched far out upon the sidewalk, the steps pro-
tected by a trap-door; while the shops were open
to the streets, and without glass. Very often there
were only two or three chimneys in a good-sized
town? and these on the squire's or parson's house, to have of the prudence and patience of Moses communicated to
